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N.Z. MODERN SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
 

GUITAR EXAMINATION SYLLABUS 
 

PREPARATORY 
 

 
TECHNICAL WORK:   20 marks 
 

Technical Resource, Syllabus  
 

To be played from memory. 
 

Scales: mm  80 

Major Scales of C and G   
One octave, ascending and descending. 
Must be played as crotchets. 

   Must be picked. 
Must use i m fingering. 
Rest stroke. 

 
 

Magic on Guitar: mm  80 

 Section 1, Exercise No.1  
Strings 1 and 2 only.  
Must be played as crotchets. 
Must be picked. 
Must use i m fingering. 
Rest stroke. 

 

 Section 1, Exercise No.12 
 Must be picked. 

Must use i m fingering. 
Rest stroke. 

 
 
 

AURAL:   15 marks (Examiner to play twice on the piano) 
 

 To clap or tap a four bar melody. In either 3/4 or 4/4 time. 
 Time values include dotted minim, minim, crotchet and quaver. 
 

 To recognize whether a chord played in root position is major or minor. 
In the keys of C, D and F. 

 
 

VIVA VOCE:   10 marks 
 

 General questions will be asked about all pieces performed and the technical work for this grade. 
 
 
 

SIGHT READING:  15 marks 
 

 To strum an eight bar passage. In 4/4 time. 
 In the key of D.  Chords of D, G, A7. 
 Strum pattern:   
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Cont’d:  Preparatory Guitar 2   

All markings must be removed from pieces except expression marks.  STRICTLY NO PHOTOCOPYING 
 
Updated October 2023 
 

 

PIECES:   30 marks for each piece.  Syllabus 
Three pieces must be performed, one piece from each section. 
Expression and dynamics must be included and marked on the music. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Section I:  Lead 
 Ode To Joy 

3 String Rag 
Scarborough Fair  

 

 Choose one piece from the list above. 
 

Criteria for this section: 
 

 Must be picked. 
 Must use i m fingering. 
 Rest stroke. 

Section II:  Rhythm 
 

Pokarekare Ana 
John Brown’s Holden 
Aura Lee  
 

 Choose one piece from the list above. 
 

Criteria for this section: 
 

 Must be sung. 
 May swing quavers. 
 Strum pattern: 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Section III:  Duet 
 

 Choose one piece from either section A or B. 
 

Section IIIA: 
 

  Big Waves 
Oh, Susannah  

 

Criteria for this section:  
 

 Must be picked. 
 Must use i m fingering. 
 Rest stroke. 
 Must be accompanied by another instrumentalist. 
 The candidate must count in for the accompanist. 

 

 OR 
 

Section IIIB: 
 

 Happiness Song   
 Rockin’ Robin (melody may be syncopated) 
 

Criteria for this section: 
 

 May swing quavers. 
 The candidate must choose the strum. 
 Must be accompanied by another instrumentalist. 
 The candidate must count in for the accompanist. 

 
 
 
 
All markings must be removed from pieces except expression marks.  STRICTLY NO PHOTOCOPYING 
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Section	I I :		Rhythm
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John	Brown's	Holden
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Section	I I IB :		Duet

Melody	may	be	synocapted

L ively	Rock
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